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3 qualities every successful graduate student will have
By: Graduate Guide
Deciding to go back to school to study for an advanced degree is a big decision. Working toward a master's degree or PhD
can be a difficult undertaking in many ways. It can place a strain on your intellect, emotions and financial stability. Given the
challenge that is graduate school, it's important that all students embark on their advanced studies with an understanding of
what is expected of them as a student. In addition to academic knowledge and high test scores, students should be able to
demonstrate a number of personal qualities that will allow them to get the very most from their studies. Indeed, some of the
most successful graduate students will exhibit at least some of the attributes detailed below.
1. Motivation
A determination to work hard and succeed is absolutely imperative, the University of Wyoming explained. Many graduate
courses will feature a more substantial work load than you may have experienced at the undergraduate level, and it is
therefore easy to become overwhelmed and unmotivated. Successful graduate students will display a certain level of
perseverance and determination to succeed, even in the face of a seemingly unending amount of work.
This quality is especially imperative for graduate students who hold down full time jobs. It's easy to become tired and
unmotivated after a long day at the office, but to truly excel, it's important to push forward and keep up a motivation to get the
work done – even if that requires working long into the night and on the weekends.
2. Passion
A lot of graduate students return to education out of a love for their discipline, Bright Hub stated. Given the amount of work
you will be required to do, if you don't have a passion for the topic you're far more likely to become stressed and unmotivated.
The very best graduate students will be emotionally invested in their work and will be determined to complete it to the very
highest standards.
3. Organization
Graduate school is time consuming and you will likely be required to juggle multiple projects and assignments at the same
time, Concordia Online detailed. That's why some of the very best graduate students are highly organized and use their time
effectively.

